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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



FOR MORE INFORMATION:
October 2, 2008





Dr. Scout, 401-263-5092
Director, National LGBT Tobacco Control Network

WV LGBT TOBACCO CONTROL WORK LEGITIMATE HEALTH PRIORITY

In states across the country, department of health staff are confronted with how to further push down tobacco smoking rates that are leveling off. Increasingly, state staffers are launching tobacco control activities in disparity populations to try to further drop overall smoking rates. One such disparity population, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgenders (LGBT), is increasingly the focus of state policymaker attention. 
While many early surveillance surveys did not collect information on LGBT status, there is now a body of evidence from national and statewide surveys that LGBT people smoke at rates 35% to almost 200% higher than the general population. This health disparity is striking, while further inquiry needs to be done, many researchers attribute this disparity to discrimination, social isolation in youth, and community targeting. Federal policymakers are echoing this concern, sexual minorities were listed as a disparity population in the federal health policy guidebook, Healthy People 2010, in part because of their high smoking rates. 
States policymakers are now following suit. Currently 31 states and the District of Columbia have statewide tobacco disparity plans that include LGBT populations. Twenty-three states and the District of Columbia currently fund local programming targeted at reducing the LGBT tobacco disparities. This number is growing, currently over 80% of the states nationwide are looking to start enhance LGBT tobacco control work locally. 
In Spring of 2008, West Virginia became one of the now many states that is using a portion of their tobacco control funds to address disparities in the underserved LGBT communities. According to a report by the prestigious Williams Institute at UCLA, there are an estimated 37,692 LGB adults in the state of West Virginia. In the words of the Network Director, Dr. Scout, “Evidence shows that ‘business as usual’ hasn’t been enough to close the disparity gap for LGBT smokers. So we are pleased and heartened to see that West Virginia isn’t using tradition to drive its public health policy, but is using science instead. Through the funding of these targeted community interventions more of the 37,000 LGBT people in West Virginia will have a shot at being smoke-free.”
# # #
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