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ADVOCATES CENSORSHIP

It comes as no surprise to anyone with their eyes open in LGBT communi-
ties that we have once again become one of the targets of the tobacco industry.
By accepting tobacco industry ads, Lavender has become part of that indus-
try’s long, dark history of deception.

One of the tragedies of the campaign is
that it is yet another effort by big tobacco
to exploit our communities’ passion for per-
sonal frecedom and choice.

1 know Lavender is a business, and that
advertising revenue is key 10 the success of
that business. But just as you would never
accept an ad from a known homophobic or-

ganization, so should you refuse to accept
advertising from the tobacco industry.

It is indisputable that the tobacco industry
is targeting LGBT communities, as well as
having a long history of campaign donations
to politicians pushing for an antigay agenda.

Lavender should join the list of LGBT pub-
lications that have developed policies refus-
ing to accept tobacco industry ads or dollars.

Doing that will not only make it harder for
the industry to reach our communities, it will
show that Lavender truly has the best interests
of Minnesota’s LGBT communities at heart.

LORETTA WORTHINGTON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
RAINBOW HEALTH INITIATIVE

Editor’s Note: Lavender believes in de-
mocracy, the essence of which is “freedom
and choice.” We uphold the First Amend-

ment, which guarantees Americans freedom
of speech and freedom of the press. There-
fore, we reject censorship. To that end, we
accept advertising from a wide spectrum:
bars/alcohol companies and sobriety orga-
nizations; Democrats, Republicans, and In-
dependents; churches and atheist groups.
Lavender does not believe that tobacco use
is homophobic. We will continue to give our
readers the right to choose which advertis-
ers they wish to support.

Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punc-
tuation, space, and libel. They should be no mare
than 300 words. Letters must include name, ad-
dress, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Priority will be given to letters that
refer to material previously published in Lavender
Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine,
Letters to the Editor, 3715 Chicago Avenue South,
Minneapolis, MN 55407; or e-mail <editorfdlaven
dermagazine.com>.
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Haven't
filed your
taxes

in a few
years?

Mike Simon can help you catch up.

IEP4 Professionals

A500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425
\ ~ St. Louis Park, MN 55416
p 612-822-7177 f 612-82¢2-2163

‘mikes@RORTax.com | RORTax.com

Lee Roehl « Lee Zurek « Dick tiller
Mike Cassidy - Mike Simon
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Introducing Camel SNUS Mint. Try smoke-free, spit-free and drama-free tobacco

enjoyment packed in a pouch, with a refreshingly crisp, new mint flavor. Now avaitable

exclusively in your area. Camel SNUS - the pleasure’s all yours.

camelsnus.com*
*WEBSITE RESTRICTED TO AGE 21+ TORACCO CONSUMERS.

WARNING: This product

can cause gum disease
and tooth loss.




