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LGBT CaucusLGBT Caucus



Justification for projectJustification for project

Curtail tobacco industry influenceCurtail tobacco industry influence

Research indicates politicians who take Research indicates politicians who take 
tobacco $ more likely to support industrytobacco $ more likely to support industry

Elected officials serve as LGBT role modelsElected officials serve as LGBT role models

““InoculateInoculate”” politicians before they take $politicians before they take $



Activities toward goalActivities toward goal

Surveyed Pride attendees on support for Surveyed Pride attendees on support for 
officials to sign a noofficials to sign a no--tobacco money pledgetobacco money pledge
(84% of 989)(84% of 989)

Developed pledge form and list of tobacco Developed pledge form and list of tobacco 
companies and affiliatescompanies and affiliates

Visits with staff at state Visits with staff at state capitoIcapitoI and in the and in the 
local districtslocal districts



Research legislative recordResearch legislative record

We found that one LGBT We found that one LGBT 
Caucus member took Caucus member took 
$25,000 from Philip Morris $25,000 from Philip Morris 
in 2000.in 2000.



Strategies for successStrategies for success

Start with most likely legislator,Start with most likely legislator,
then proceed to least likelythen proceed to least likely

Explain how tobacco is a queer issueExplain how tobacco is a queer issue

Be firm, polite, and organizedBe firm, polite, and organized



Barriers to successBarriers to success

Many are loathe to sign Many are loathe to sign anythinganything

Competing issues may keep them Competing issues may keep them 
from focusing on our issuefrom focusing on our issue



SuccessSuccess



Bob Gordon
Project Director 

www.lgbtpartnership.org
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