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The simple answer: tobacco advertising harms us.  Tobacco is the largest preventable cause of death in the U.S.  The industry's $11 billion annual ad budget entices LGBTs, especially those just coming out, many of whom mistakenly believe that smoking is an integral part of being LGBT.
Public health advocates challenge this "legal" industry by exposing its tactics and isolating it as a rogue.  (In 2006, a judge ruled that tobacco companies were long involved in a racketeering conspiracy, lying about tobacco's deadliness and targeting kids.)  When smoking is restricted, it becomes less of a norm and rates drop dramatically.  When LGBT publications refuse tobacco advertising and organizations refuse industry donations, it, too, promotes a smokefree norm.
No publisher should justify taking tobacco ads on the grounds that the industry is legal.  Would they accept ads for bareback parties or reparative therapy or concert performers who sing about killing faggots?  I doubt it.  Why not?  Because it would harm the community.  Publishers should no more choose to run ads for toxic tobacco than they would for heroin or crack.

The industry has long exploited our love of personal freedom and choice.  Where is choice, when tobacco addiction takes over, when 70% of smokers wish they didn't smoke?  What about the industry's choice to sell a deadly product or the publisher's choice to promote a product that kills when used as directed?
Reynolds American recently inaugurated a campaign to promote Camel snus—oral tobacco in a pouch—and advertised it in LGBT publications.  Snus are often used when smoking is prohibited, thus maintaining nicotine addiction and reducing the likelihood of quitting.
Lately, more and more LGBT publications, organizations and elected officials have adopted policies against accepting funding or advertising from the tobacco industry (See www.lastdrag.org/cleanmoney.html.)  They recognize that tobacco is an LGBT issue simply because it harms us—and disproportionately.  I urge all LGBT publications to follow suit.
